CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
give rise to anxiety. This circumstance makes the frustration
more acutely felt, and this bitterness contributes largely to the
hardship of all subsequent frustrations.
We find that important consequences ensue from the fact that
the ego is still so little developed when it is assailed by the onset
of the Oedipus tendencies and the incipient sexual curiosity
associated with them. The infant, still undeveloped intellectually,
is exposed to an onrush of problems and questions. One of the
most bitter grievances which we come upon in the unconscious is
that these many overwhelming questions, which are apparently
only partly conscious and even when conscious cannot yet be ex-
pressed in words, remain unanswered. Another reproach follows
hard upon this, namely, that the child could not understand
words and speech. Thus his first questions go back beyond the
beginnings of his understanding of speech.
In analysis both these grievances give rise to an extraordinary
amount of hate. Singly or in conjunction they are the cause of
numerous inhibitions of the epistemophilic impulse: for instance,
the incapacity to learn foreign languages, and, further, hatred of
those who speak a different tongue. They are also responsible
for direct disturbances in speech, etc. The curiosity which shows
itself plainly later on, mostly in the fourth or fifth year of life, is
not the beginning, but the climax and termination, of this phase
of development, which I have also found to be true of the Oedipus
conflict in general.
The early feeling of not knowing has manifold connections. It
unites with the feeling of being incapable, impotent, which soon
results from the Oedipus situation. The child also feels this
frustration the more acutely because he knows nothing definite about
sexual processes. In both sexes the castration complex is accentu-
ated by this feeling of ignorance.
The early connection between the epistemophilic impulse and
sadism is very important for the whole mental development. This
instinct, activated by the rise of the Oedipus tendencies, at first
mainly concerns itself with the mother's body, which is assumed
to be the scene of all sexual processes and developments. The
child it still dominated by the anal-sadistic libido-position which
impels him to wish to appropriate the contents of the body. He
thus begins to be curious about what it contains, what it is like,
etc. So the epistemophilic instinct and the desire to take posses-
sion come quite early to be most intimately connected with one
another and at the same time with the sense of guilt aroused by
the incipient Oedipus conflict. This significant connection ushers
in a phase of development in both sexes which is of vital import-
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